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NATHAN DREW MEMORIAL TRUST FOR COASTAL SAFETY 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.51 pm]:  The coastline of the south coast is one of the most dangerous in the 
world.  After a recent tragedy in Albany, the Nathan Drew Memorial Trust for Coastal Safety was formed.  This 
group has brought our community together with the common goal of taking action to prevent similar tragedies.  
Among the many great goals the trust has set to make our coast safer is a survey on coastal safety.  It has also 
invented a first-warning floating device to help people who have fallen off the rocks into the sea.   

Since 1998, 18 people of all ages have drowned in that region - 15 males and three females - 67 per cent of 
whom were local residents.  The biggest concern to me are the near drownings that are not reported.  A trust 
survey showed 52 per cent of people surveyed knew someone who had been involved in a close call on our 
coastline.  The south coast is a high-risk area.  In some areas, one can slide more than 50 metres down rocks into 
the sea.  It is in those situations that the trust’s invention will save lives.  In those situations, the natural 
inclination of people in trouble is to swim back to shore.  However, they should do the opposite; they must swim 
away from the rocks.  

I welcome all people to our beautiful coastline, but they must be aware that Western Australians are five times 
more likely to drown in rural and remote areas than elsewhere.  The Drew family has been inspirational.  It has 
turned a personal tragedy into a crusade for coastal safety to make some sense of the loss of Nathan so that other 
families are not faced with a similar tragedy.  
 


